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ABSTRACT 

The predicted widespread use of English as a lingua franca following ASEAN’s 2015 

integration mushroomed intelligibility studies between and among Asean nationals including Bruneians, 

Burmese, Cambodians, Filipinos, Indonesians, Laotians, Malaysians, Singaporeans, Thais and 

Vietnamese. Previous studies regarding ASEAN nationals’ intelligibility and/or comprehensibility were 

reviewed. This paper presents a study of five exposures that relate to the intelligibility and/or 

comprehensibility within world Englishes speaker-listener paradigm. They are exposures to English 

through education, work experiences, outside the classroom (non-educational settings), social media, and 

travel and stay abroad. The Comprehensibility Testing Flowchart was used as the main framework of the 

study and data analysis. The findings show that there are positive correlations and significances between 

the five variables and the comprehensibility levels Aseans gained in the comprehensibility test.  
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